This work examines differences in the level of violence of counterterrorism measures adopted by Central Asian states. Why do some Central Asian governments opt for wanton repression in the name of the struggle with terrorism, while others adopt less severe methods of control and prevention? To answer this question, the study draws on a synthesis of rationalist and constructivist explanations. Like rationalists, it posits that the magnitude of terrorism and states' material capabilities affect the governments' responses to terrorism. Following constructivists, the study stresses the impact of ideas about the nature of terrorist threat, and views on the appropriateness of the use of force on counterterrorism policies of Central Asian states.
authority. The counterterrorism legislation of all Central Asian states reiterates principles of the rule of law and respect for human rights. Yet, all Central Asian governments went astray from the proclaimed standards. The extent of violation of human rights, liberties and prerogatives of law varies across the states of the region (see Table 1 ).
The government of Uzbekistan went to extremes to liquidate radical Islamic groups blamed for a series of terrorist attacks in the state. Uzbek authorities have persecuted, hunted down, assaulted and incarcerated Muslim fundamentalists 13 . Gradually, the government's repression has spread to moderate Islamic believers. 14 Uzbek courts have handed down harsh punishments for terrorism-related acts as well as for less serious activities, such as the dissemination of materials intended to undermine public order. The courts' rulings have been based on the flimsiest of evidence of the defendants' guilt in the alleged crimes. 15 Unfair trials, systematic torture and ill-treatment have become a routine in Uzbekistan. Reported disappearances, death sentences and executions have been a big concern of the international human rights groups. 16 In the context of the 'war on terrorism', the government has been using war-like means to chase, crackdown on and eradicate Islamic militants. The scores of civilians perished as a result of excessive force used by the Uzbek security forces during the counterterrorism operations. However, the IRP's activities have been hampered by a renewed persecution. 17 Tajik officials launched criminal investigations against former fighters on the grounds of various grave crimes, including terrorist acts, allegedly committed during the civil war. The IRP maintains that trials and sentencing are politically motivated to discredit the party. 18 Several years after the termination of fighting, the government continued using war-like means to liquidate the remnants of the armed militants whom the governments labeled 'terrorists', 'bandits' and 'gangsters'. During the retaliatory attacks launched by the government forces in the summer 2001, dozens of locals lost their houses, livestock and lives. 19 The members of radical Islamic groups have also been subjected to intense surveillance and prosecution. Local monitors and journalists allege that defendants charged with participation in or support of the activities of Hizb ut-Tahrir, an extremist Islamic political organization banned in the state, had unfair trials and were abused and tortured in detention to extort confessions. 20 Until recently, Turkmenistan lacked a distinct counterterrorism policy. The sweeping national security measures and stern political control compensated for the paucity of the specific counterterrorism measures. The IMU is a militant Islamic organization designated as a terrorist group by a number of NATO allies, too, were prohibited from using the Uzbek territory and airspace for their operations in Afghanistan. 61 International media outlets and foreign non-governmental organizations were ordered to discontinue their activities and to leave Uzbekistan.
Tajikistan
Tajikistan has probably taken the brunt of political violence, religious extremism and terrorism in the region. By different estimates from 60,000 to 100,000 people perished in the Tajik civil war (1992-97). Much of the conflict stemmed from the aggravated regional differences and fights over resources. Yet, the dispute over the role of Islam in state-building contributed to the outbreak of fighting. 62 The hostage-taking, assassinations and other crimes committed by the renegade fighters, who refused to disarm under the terms of the 1997 peace treaty exacerbated the government's fears of radical Islam.
Following the lead of the government of Uzbekistan, Tajik authorities began using the 
dropped further after the law enforcement officers began prosecuting former members of the UTO. 69 The Tajik government continues to view Islamism as one of the main threats to national security despite the all time low public support for the IRP and radical Islamic groups that are believed to be responsible for fomenting violence in the country. Although the IRP has adopted a somewhat conformist position with regard to the government, the latter repeatedly accuses the party in the propaganda of 'extremism'. 70 The recent history of bloody war has had an impact on the Tajik government's responses to the threat of terrorism and religious extremism. It is well known that governments tend to use past decisions as a base-line for current policy choices. 71 The peace agreement of 1997 brought the de jure end to the civil war; yet, the government of These factors explain the Turkmen's general passivity toward Niyazov's peculiar adoption and adaptation of Islamic faith to his own ends. The president himself has assumed the role of a leader of Muslim people and created his own pseudo-religion glorifying his personality. He prepared a religious text, the Rukhnam, which is cited in mosques and religious schools along with passages from the Quran. 80 Niyazov has 95 The religious opposition in Kyrgyzstan was less politicized, and had a narrower social base.
Consequently, the government of Kyrgyzstan viewed it as a minor threat to state security.
In According to experts, the Chinese and Uzbek authorities pressed the Kyrgyz government to adopt anti-extremist legislation. 101 The government of China has long been interested in establishing in Kyrgyzstan legal basis for prosecuting the Uighurs. The latter are a Turkic-speaking people residing in the northwestern region of China, the majority of whom profess Islam. For years, the Chinese authorities have been battling the Uighur separatist movement. The government of China has been exerting strong influence over the Central Asian states in dealing with Uighurs. Bowing to pressure from China, the government of Kyrgyzstan suppressed any support to the Uighurs. In a series of trials, which observers labeled as politically motivated, the Kyrgyz courts sentenced Uighur 
Conclusion
The governments of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan 10 For the purpose of this paper I utilize the RAND's definition of terrorism that is inclusive of the types of acts that the governments of Central Asian states consider as terrorist attacks. In short, terrorism is violence, or the threat of violence, committed with purpose of creation of an atmosphere of fear in order to coerce others into actions they would not otherwise undertake, or refrain from actions they desire to take. This violence or threat of violence is generally directed against civilian targets, but the motives of all terrorists are political (MIPT Terrorism Knowledge Database. Glossary. http://www.tkb.org/Glossary.jsp#T). 
